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Who is 
eligible

• A – G felony or any offense if previous adjudication

Offenses at 8 and 9

• Everything

Offenses at 10 - 15

• F – I felonies and misdemeanors

• No motor vehicle offenses

• A – E felonies could be sent to juvenile court from 
superior court

Offenses at 16/17



WHO IS ACTUALLY INVOLVED
All data in this presentation are from the NC Division of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency 
Prevention 2023 Annual Report available at https://www.ncdps.gov/division/juvenile-
justice/2023-jjdp-annual-report/download?attachment 

https://www.ncdps.gov/division/juvenile-justice/2023-jjdp-annual-report/download?attachment
https://www.ncdps.gov/division/juvenile-justice/2023-jjdp-annual-report/download?attachment




CIVIL CASES 
WITH 
CRIMINAL LAW



CASES CAN MOVE 
FROM JUVENILE 
TO CRIMINAL 
AND/OR FROM 
CRIMINAL TO 
JUVENILE



MOST YOUTH REMAIN 
IN THE COMMUNITY, 
SOME ARE IN SECURE 
SETTINGS



SCHOOLS AND 
JUVENILE 
JUSTICE



SCHOOLS AND 
JUVENILE 
JUSTICE



The Players
• Prosecutor (District Attorney)

• Attorney for the juvenile

• The juvenile as respondent (and decision 
maker)

• The parent, guardian, or custodian of the 
juvenile

• Court counselors (DJJ)
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Intake

1.Complaint to court 
counselor

2.Some must be filed as 
petitions in court, most 
can be closed, diverted, 
or approved for filing



INTAKE
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Preliminary Procedures

- First appearance

- Probable Cause

- Capacity issues may be raised

- Discovery and negotiations may occur



ADJUDICATION
Is the juvenile 
responsible for 

the charged 
offense(s) beyond 

a reasonable 
doubt?



DISPOSITION
What should 
happen as a 
result of the 
adjudication?



Post - Disposition

-Violation hearings

-Other motions for review

-Termination of probation

-Termination of jurisdiction
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Range of 
Dispositional 
Options

No disposition (dismissal)

DSS custody

Probation supervision (with terms and conditions)

Community service

Restitution

Days in detention

Out of home non secure settings

Secure juvenile facilities
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Detention Secure (cells that lock, barbed wire fencing)

Intended to be short-term

Education

Nurse

Outdoor rec space





MULTIPURPOSE GROUP HOMES, 
TRANSITIONAL RESIDENTIAL HOMES, 
CRISIS AND ASSESSMENT CENTERS



ECKERD PROGRAMS



YOUTH 
DEVELOPMENT 
CENTERS
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SIGNIFICANT 
MENTAL HEALTH 
NEEDS AMONG 
JUSTICE-INVOLVED 
YOUTH
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Trauma and 
Juvenile 
Justice

Ø 2/3 justice-involved youth have 
complex histories of trauma “including 
exposure to neglect, emotional, 
physical, and sexual abuse, family and 
community violence, traumatic losses, 
and disrupted relationships with 
primary caregivers.”

Ø Complex  Trauma Treatment Network  o f  the Nat iona l  
Ch i ld  Traumatic  Stress  Network.  (2016).  Complex  
trauma: In  juven i le  just ice-system invo lved youth .  
Los  Angeles ,  CA,  &  Durham, NC:  Nat iona l  Center  for  
Ch i ld  Traumatic  Stress  
( f i le :///I:/ jacqu i22/teach ing /Ado lescent%20hea lth
%20law%20conference /complex_trauma_in_juven i le
_just ice_system_invo lved_youth .pdf )  

file:///%5C%5Cstorage.unc.edu%5Csog%5Csog_users%5Cjacqui22%5Cteaching%5CAdolescent%2520health%2520law%2520conference%5Ccomplex_trauma_in_juvenile_justice_system_involved_youth.pdf
file:///%5C%5Cstorage.unc.edu%5Csog%5Csog_users%5Cjacqui22%5Cteaching%5CAdolescent%2520health%2520law%2520conference%5Ccomplex_trauma_in_juvenile_justice_system_involved_youth.pdf
file:///%5C%5Cstorage.unc.edu%5Csog%5Csog_users%5Cjacqui22%5Cteaching%5CAdolescent%2520health%2520law%2520conference%5Ccomplex_trauma_in_juvenile_justice_system_involved_youth.pdf




Contact 
Information

Jacqui Greene

UNC School of Government

greene@unc.sog.edu

(919) 966-4327

mailto:greene@unc.sog.edu

