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When the 1981 General Assembly rewrote the alcohol bever
age control laws by enacting Chapter 18B, it defined "alcoholic 
beverage" in G.S. 18B-101(4) to mean generally the same as 
"intoxicating liquor" in repealed G.S. 18A-2(4). Thus "alco
holic beverage" means any beverage containing at least one-half 
of one percent (0.5%) alcohol by volume, including beer, unfor
tified and fortified wine, mixed beverages, and spirituous 
liquor. The legislation also substituted the words "alcoholic 
beverages" for "intoxicating liquor" throughout Chapter 20 
(motor vehicle law). Therefore, for example, effective January 
1, 1982, driving under the influence of intoxicating liquor be
comes driving under the influence of alcoholic beverages. 

Beginning with offenses committed on or after January 1, 
1982, law enforcement officers and magistrates should strike 
out the words "intoxicating liquor" on the uniform traffic 
citation and replace them with the words "alcoholic beverages". 
If this change is not made, a prosecutor may amend the citation 
under the authority of G.S. 15A-922(f) before or after final 
judgment, since the amendment does not change the nature of the 
offense charged. 

Chapter 18B also changes the words used in charging the 
offense of transporting opened liquor in the passenger area of 
a motor vehicle. G.S. 18B-401(a) , effective January 1, 1982, 
makes it unlawful to transport "fortified wine or spirituous 
liquor" in the passenger area of a motor vehicle if the cap or 
seal on the container has been opened or broken. Repealed G.S. 
18A-26(a) used the words "alcoholic beverages", which previous
ly meant only fortified wine and spirituous liquor but now 
under Chapter 18B means all liquor (beer, wine, mixed bever
ages, spirituous liquor). Thus "fortified wine" or "spirituous 
liquor" should be used in charging this offense on or after 
January 1, 1982. 

Copyright © 1978, Institute of Government, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. Made in the United States. This publi
cation is issued occasionally by the Institute of Government. An issue is distributed to public officials, listed in the upper left-
hand corner, to whom its subject is of interest. Copies of this publication may not be reproduced without permission of the Insti
tute of Government, except that criminal justice officials may reproduce copies in full, including the letterhead, for use by their 
own employees. Comments, suggestions for future issues, and additions or changes to the mailing lists should be sent to: Editor, 
Administration of Justice Memoranda, Institute of Government, P.O. Box 990, Chapel Hill, North Carolina 27514. 


