The 2008 North Carolina Primaries

Overview
In this lesson, students will learn about the importance of North Carolina’s Primary elections, voting eligibility requirements,
and the circumstances that make this year's primaries especially important in North Carolina.

Grade
10

Course
Civics and Economics

North Carolina Standard Course of Study

Objective 4.01: Examine the structure and organization of political parties.

Objective 4.02: Describe the election process and the qualifications and procedures for voting.

Objective 4.03: Analyze information on political issues and candidates seeking political office.

Objective 4.04: Demonstrate active methods of promoting and inhibiting change through political action.

Objective 4.06: Describe the benefits of civic participation.

Objective 4.07: Analyze costs and benefits of jury service, voting, seeking office, and civic action at the local, state,
and national level.

1 Objective 4.08: Participate in civic life, politics, and /or government.
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Essential Questions
9 How are presidential candidates selected?
9 How does the primary process differ among the political parties?
9 What are the eligibility requirements for voting in primary elections?
9 What makes the 2008 North Carolina primary election different from typical primary elections?

Materials
9 2008 Presidential Primary handout, attached
9 “North Carolina Can Change Race Dynamic,” Wall Street Journal article, attached

Duration
30-45 minutes

Preparation
Students should have a general understanding of political parties and the election process. For a detailed lesson, visit the
Consortium’s website: http./www.civics.unc.edu/resources/docs/ElectionsVotingPartiesandtheCampaignProcess.pdf.

Procedure
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